Podcast and Vodcasts in the Classroom
About Podcasts and Vodcasts
A podcast is an audio file that can be posted on the Internet, downloaded, and transferred to an mp3 music player such as an iPod.  You can download podcasts individually or subscribe to an ongoing series such as CBC’s Quirks and Quarks or the evening news.  In this case, you can set your computer to automatically download the new episodes for you through an RSS feed.  Some people use the term podcast to include video podcasts as well.  Podcasts with video added are sometimes called vodcasts.  
Podcast and Vodcast Ideas and Collections
Educational Vodcasting at http://educationalvodcasting.com/
Two brilliant high school chemistry teachers have completely switched the lecture at school/homework at home paradigm.  Their students watch the lecture at home as a vodcast (on computer, iPod, or DVD) and do problem sets at school with help from the teachers.  Click on “sample podcast” in the upper right hand corner of this page to hear what the teachers did and how they proved its effectiveness.

View a news story about their success at http://webertube.com/mediadetails.php?key=5a9d989add6e92e23fef
Resourcing the Curriculum at http://www.det.wa.edu.au/education/cmis/eval/curriculum/ict/podcasts/#educational
This excellent Australian site tells you how to subscribe to podcasts, how to get started, and points you to some real examples of podcasts used in the classroom.
iTunes at http://www.apple.com/itunes/overview/
iTunes software is one of the easiest ways to subscribe to ongoing podcast series.  There is no need to download special software (called RSS Aggregators) if you already have iTunes.  iTunes hosts a large collection of free podcasts.  When you’re browsing, click the title of the podcast, and you’ll get a list of the episodes.  You can download episodes of interest or subscribe to the ongoing feed.
Podcasts for Educators, Schools, and Colleges at http://recap.ltd.uk/podcasting/channel-list.php
This UK site hosts a listing of podcasts suitable for use with students.  Click on “school podcasts” on the left sidebar to browse sites created by students or “subject podcasts” to browse by curriculum area.
NASA podcasting at http://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/podcasting/
Subscribe to an entire series or play an individual clip.  
Podcast Tutorials and Software

Podcast Tutorial at http://www.how-to-podcast-tutorial.com/00-podcast-tutorial-four-ps.htm
This is a very good online tutorial (with video) for making podcasts using the free sound editor Audacity.

Audacity at http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
This free sound editor works on Mac and Windows; you need the LAME add-on to export mp3 in Windows.  I have used this program for several years to change tempos and edit dance music.

WildVoice at http://www.wildvoice.com/
You can download a free version of this Windows app that produces mp3 files.  Click on “Learn More about WildVoice” for a great list of things you can do with this program.  Recommended by PC Magazine April 2008.  

Garage Band at http://www.apple.com/ilife/garageband/
For information about how to make podcasts on the Mac platform using Garage Band click on Tutorials.  You can add video to podcasts with Garage Band.
Assessment and Effectiveness

A+ Podcast rubric at http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/podcastrubric.html
This is a very thorough rubric for evaluating podcasts.

